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New Year's Mochi Festival on January 2nd

Date/Time: January 2nd on Sunday shine or rain
registration begins
at 12:30pm

Location: North Caroline Japan Center
705 Barbour Dr. Raleigh, NC 27603

Admission: free for the members and members' guests
Registration: Toshikazu Mizobuchi mochi2005@aol.com
Mochitsuki:1)1pm, 2)1:45pm, 3)2:30pm

If you plan to attend mochitsuki,
sign up via email
by December 26 and let us know:
- your name and the number of participants
- the time you plan to participate in Mochitsuki

We will try to prepare enough toppings for you and your guests for each Mochitsuki.

We also would like to update membership for The Nippon Club so check in at the
registration desk on January 2nd. We will accept the registration of new members at
Mochitsuki. If you prefer to register or update your membership through online, then
go to our website at http://trianglejapanclub.org/. There is no fee requested. Members
are able to obtain information of club's activities and events by newsletter, web or
mailing list.

"The Nippon Club in no way limits membership to Japanese; it warmly welcomes all
those who endorse its goals"

Hosted by: The Nippon Club of the Triangle
Facility provided by: NC Japan Center




CLUB NEWS

% Communications
New Nippon Club Home Page and Mailing List

The Nippon Club Home Page has moved! Please update
your bookmark. The new page can be found at:
http://trianglejapanclub.org/

On the web page we will post pictures and other articles that
did not make it to the newsletter.

Also, check out the links page! If you have articles or ideas
that you would like to contribute, please send them to our
email address. The club's email address is
triangle_nippon_club@yahoo.com

We also have an electronic mailing list. It is for exchanging
your opinions on Japan, the US, North Carolina, or a variety
of other topics from your daily life via email. The easiest
way to subscribe to the Triangle Nippon mailing list is to use
the online registration form on the Nippon Club Home Page,
but if you prefer, you may also send your request to
trianglejapan-subscribe@yahoogroups.jp

We look forward to hearing from you!

Akio Miura is the webmaster, in charge of email address and
the mailing list.

% Adopt-A-Highway

Adopt-A-Highway Action on Saturday January
22nd

All Nippon Club members, age 16 and over, are invited to
join in our next Adopt-A-Highway” action on Saturday,
January 22, at our assigned section of Glenwood Avenue/US-
70. Many hands make light work, and a large number of
volunteers will help us to do an especially good job of
cleaning up our portion of Glenwood Avenue. Please
assemble at our regular stating location, at Westborough
Drive across from Eatman’s Carpets (8101 Glenwood)
about 9:15 AM. The clean up action will start at 9:30 and
should be finished in two hours. Beverages and snacks will
be provided afterwards.

Please be a part of this community service event. Volunteers
must be 16 years of age or older to participate. Bring work
or garden gloves. Long trousers or slacks are recommended.
We will see you there!

Mr. Moyer coordinates A-A-H action and also is in charge of
Cultural Affaire of Nippon Club.

% New Officer

Hideko Tsurumi
Greetings.

I will be in charge of Triangle Cha-no-Yu Club (TCC) of The
Nippon Club, taking over Ms. Chizuko Sueyoshi. During the
past year since the establishment, TCC has performed tea
ceremony demonstrations at locations including Nc State,
UNC, Duke, Enloe High School, Githens Middle School. I
am hopping the TCC will be able become to involve in the
Triangle community through our activities.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you.

<<Ms. Chizuko Sueyoshi, thank you for your contributions
to TCC and International Festival of Raleigh 2004. Ms.
Tsurumi, new officer of The Nippon Club, is also the
president of TCC since its start in August 2003. With the
increase of requests through The Nippon Club, TCC often
performs demonstration in local schools.




<Try on Yukata>

Message from Savannah’s mother

The girls names are Jurate Sorenson and Savannah Hall
(Chinese-American). They are both § years old.

Do they like Yukata? Both liked it. Jurate said "Yes, because
it was so pretty." Savannah said "Yes, because it [dressing
up] was fun."

Was it comfortable to move? Yes

How did they feel when they wore Yukata? Jurate said,
"Good, it felt like a dress" Savannah said "It felt okay."

If there is another chance to wear Japanese Yukata, do they
want to try on? Both girls said yes and Jurate said "Yes,
because it is fun."

At their age, they are not very descriptive in their reactions
but they know what they like. I think it was fun for both of
them to dress up in the colorful Yukata and then get to see
their picture, especially since they were doing it together.
They had just purchased their Chinese parasols and dressing
up in the Yukata gave them a good opportunity to use the
parasols too.

I think giving the opportunity for dressing up in the Yukata
and having a picture taken is a wonderful idea for the festival
and made it a fun experience for the girls and parents. Both
girls really enjoyed the origami also and spent a long time
watching and brought home handfuls of origami treasures.

Thanks again for the fun time at the festival!
Dee Stuckey (mother of Savannah)

EDITORIAL

Undo-kai

Leah Cooper

In the Autumn of 1999 I attended my host family’s Undo-kai
at Toshimaen. I had been to Toshimaen before, at the age of
16, but now at 21 [ was experiencing a different side of the
amusement park. We get off the train and take a less traveled
entrance through the trees and come out upon a clearing.
Families from Papa’s company sit on folding chairs beneath
white tents. We find our spot and look out across the brown
grass of the athletic field where soon the events begin. The
day is long with serious events and fun races.

My favourite races are those of the very small children, they
are totally uncoordinated and full of determination, little legs
blurring, cheeks glowing. I take part in a race myself,
although I’m not strong in sprinting. It reminds me of my
middle school athletics days where we were split up into our
“houses”, only instead I am competing for my host family.
Mama and my host sister do well in the three-legged race.
The day is spent eating and drinking in the shade of the tents.
When I am not watching the continuous string of athletics, I
am joking with my family, and being introduced to Papa’s
colleagues and their children. Later in the day hot dogs and
hamburgers go on the grill.

Soon the day cools a little and my host siblings and I are sent
with money in hand to enjoy some rides in the main park.
Not many things bring one back to childhood like a crisp
afternoon among the sights and sounds of an amusement
park. Every ride is worth trying and the minutes spent
waiting in queue are full of chatter and laughter. The most
memorable for me is the rollercoaster which winds
throughout the park. We hang on the track, almost vertical to
the ground, and reaching the highest point of the ride, pause
with a glorious view of red and gold leaves. Then we zoom
beneath the tree line, fresh air blasting our faces. The sound
of mingled voices and laughter roars in my ears.

When finally the sun begins to set on the day, we return to
our family and gather up our belongings. But we stay for the
fireworks. In Japan fireworks are not only a unique variety
of colors, but the shapes are captivating. Hanabi lives up to
its name with flower after perfect flower blossoming in the
deep blue sky.

What stood out for me on the day of Papa’s company’s
Undo-kai was the feeling of family and of being one of the
children. After such a full day of family, exercise and eating,
I am quite sure I fell asleep on the train returning home. But
just as when I was a child, that night I had parents to wake
me once we reached our stop.



v‘
Triangle .apan Club
Nippon Club of the Triangle

705 Barbour Dr. Raleigh, NC 27603
http://trianglejapanclub.org/


http://trianglejapanclub.org/

